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This is the plan, but it may change as we move through 
the course of our learning adventure together. As the 
instructor, I have set the course relying in part on the 
surveying skills of other Pepperdine faculty, but as we 
travel along, we may depart on "unplanned scenic 
diversions" that explore parts of the learning landscape 
that is uncharted. Planning is different than travel. I 
invite you to help us explore new regions of learning. I 
hope you will check the site each time we shift from one 
cycle to the next. The printed schedule may not reflect 
the in course detours we take but I may update these 
pages. 


Cycle 1: Learning Intro; Understanding Reflective 
Thinking 


Cycle 2: Thinking and Learning and the Role of 
Technology 


Cycle 3: How Children Learn 


Cycle 4: The Design of Learning Environments & 
Technology 


Cycle 5: Teacher and Adult Learning and Technology 
Cycle 6: Collaborative Learning beyond the School 


Cycle 7: Reflections on Designing for Collaboration 


Continue > 


http://gsep. pepperdine.edu/~mriel/Edc664/schedule. html 
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Subject: Cycle 6: Collaborative Learning beyond the School 
Date: Tue, 13 Nov 2001 16:18:37 -0800 
From: Margaret Riel <mriel@home.com> 
Newsgroups: pep.gsep.ed664.cadre4blue 


Hi Everyone, 


Nice job in the class so far. I can, though, hear your stress. Many of 
are putting in a good amount of time in this class and in your other 
classes. I can tell from your comments that are reading and learning 
from challenging what you read. I was pleased to see that many of were 
both inspired by and yet unwilling to accept all that Smith has to say. 
His is a romantic image of learning --not socially romantic but 
philosophically romantic--coming from the writing of Rousseau who saw 
the child as basically good and the world as the corrupting force. Many 
of you are venturing on romantic views of the child as invested in 
learning and schools as the force that takes away that nature. I am 
working on a paper that has a figure that might be of help here... 

I just tried to put the figure in here but I could not get it to 
format...I could make a table and then retype it cell by cell but I 
decided against it. 


so you can see it at 


http: //gsep.pepperdine. edu/~mriel/edc664/cycle/figurel.html 


You are also seem to be getting a lot out of How People Learn. I think 
that this book is like what Schrage is talking about when he says a 
shared object of collaboration. I have matched up the chapters of the 
two books on the course site. The books are very similar. If you have 
Shared Minds, you will not need to buy to No more Teams for Paul's 
course. You can can use Shared Minds. He did not really add that much 
and I, in fact, like the earlier book better-- much better title and the 
content seemed more crisp but it may be the 5 years between readings. 


Now this cycle I have listed profiler as an assignment. I am going to 
reconsider. Those of you that are already doing this will get extra 
credit but I think it might take some of you away from your projects at 
a time when you need to be focussed on the projects. 


Also I would like to see some of the great discussions about video 
taping analysis of lessons make it to the Lesson Study discussion 

forum. So I going to give you option of posting on the School Renewal 
Website (last week assignment) instead of profiler. (For those that are 
quick, you will see that I am effectively dropping this assignment 
giving extra credit for anyone who has already done it). 


The topic this cycle is collaborative learning beyond the school. The 
WebCenter is one way of creating a shared collaborative space...however 
it lacks a community. I am not sure how to introduce it into a community 
although I have some ideas. I would love to hear your ideas as well. 


The other site Knowledge Loom is also an example of shared collaborative 
Space. I hope you will a chance to take a look. Our discussions at the 
end of the cycle will focus on the Schrage book and collaboration and 
technology...ok? 


I guess that is the update on the cycle. Anyone who wants me to review 
their site, please send it to me. I did read all of the Learning Cycle 
sessions from last week. The first ones I read with the project page 
open and checking on the reflections as I went along. I did not find 
that many of you are providing a link from your blueprint to your 
reflections. Next week, after your sessions, I will try to read each of 
your journal reflections if they are posted. 


have a great learning cycle... 
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